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NEXT MEMBER MEETING: 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH @ 1:30 PM 
TCWS CLUB FIELD 

�

 
In This Issue: 

 
·  President’s Message 
·  Unofficial Meeting 

Minutes 
·  Old Business 
·  New Business 
·  R/C Events 
·  Club Officers &  

Committees. 
·  New Articles! 
 

                   DIRECTIONS TO MOOSE LODGE: 
Hamburg Exit from Route 22 

2nd Floor, 12 South 3rd Street, Hamburg, PA 

OFFICIAL FIELD LOCATION ADDRESS: 
Tri-County Wingsnappers, Inc.  

329 Balthaser Road  
Lenhartsville, PA  19534 
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President’s Message… 
 
Dear TCWS Members, 
 
Just a reminder: Our second RC aircraft display and demo 
at the Da Vinci Discovery Center will be held on Saturday, 
October 7th. We will need members to bring aircraft for the 
indoor static display, work the display tables, and fly demo 
flights at the adjacent soccer field (weather permitting). I f 
any of you would like to help out, please contact Jeff Shriver 
for details (rcjeff@fast.net), or attend our next meeting, on 
Sunday, September 17th, to sign up! 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Paul Hartley 
   

Well gang, the autumn is almost upon us, and apparently 
that means computer problems at the TCWS editor’s desk!   
So if you’ re getting this newsletter via snail mail, and you 
should be on the email list, it’ s because I ’m still piecing 
together my lost data.  Please email me with your email 
address if you should be getting the newsletter that way and 
did not this month.  Sorry for the inconvenience…believe 
me, I  worked hard to get the snail mail list down to it’ s 
lowest level ever, so I ’m more upset than anyone!   

In happier news, our illustrious club President has finally 
tossed aside his SPAD’s and is flying actual airplanes (with 
landing gear and everything! ! ! ).  Paul contributes two 
articles this month about the latest additions to his hangar.  

Happy Flying! 

David Kilmer 

Club Secretary 

iflyslow2002@yahoo.com 
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President Paul Hartley called the meeting to order at 1:30pm 
at the TCWS Club field.  (20) members and (2) associate 
members were present. 

The 50-50 drawing was won by Lee Buskirk who kindly 
donated his winnings ($17) back to the club.   

David K ilmer  read the minutes from the July meeting, and 
no additions or corrections were made.  Motion was made to 
approve by Jim Pauley, seconded by George Case, and 
approved unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: Donald Umbenhauer read the treasurer’s 
report as of 21 May.  Jim Pauley moved to accept,  Dale 
Kugler seconded, and the club voted unanimously to accept 
the report. 

OLD BUSINESS   

Field Care: No news from the Grounds Committee, but it was 
requested that people refrain from driving on the freshly 
mowed field beyond the parking area. 

Union Fire Company Lawsuit: The club’s attorney sent Paul 
Hartley an interrogatory to review and correct.  Paul reviewed 
it with Walt Gladney and submitted a corrected version based 
on Walt’s input.  No response was received from our lawyer 
as of this time. 

2007 Swap Meet, March 31, 2007  The club was reminded 
that we could not secure our preferred March 24th date for next 
year’s swap meet, so it has been re-scheduled to March 31st.  
Lee Buskirk and Jim Ellis will be organizing the 2007 Swap 
Meet with support from Dave Renninger.  Paul thanked Dave 
for all his work in organizing this event over the past several 
years, and thanked Lee and Jim for stepping into Dave’s shoes 
for next year’s event.   

Club Picnic & Fun Fly, September 9th – The club will host a 
picnic at the field for members and spouses.  Hot dogs, 
hamburgers, French fries, drinks , and various other foods will 
be provided by the club.  Members are invited to bring their 
favorite dessert or salad (there will be NO sign up sheets!).  
There will be flying events for anyone who wishes to 
participate.  A $1 donation may be requested for each event to 
make it interesting.  Thanks to John Messersmith and Jack 
Hilbert for organizing this event for us! 

Columbus Day Weekend DDC event – As reported 
previously, Jeff Shriver and his wife will be organizing the 
club’s participation in another event at the Da Vinci Discovery 
Center, which will again involve a display of club members’  
planes and flight demos.   

Refrigerator: Thanks to John Messersmith for donating his 
old refrigerator to the club.  John also donated $50 towards a 
new fridge.  Jim Ellis pledged $51, and Terry Miller pledged 
$50.  The plan is still to purchase a new fridge to equal the 
capacity of the commercial unit we’ ll be replacing.     
 
BCTV Donation:  A donation was made in the amount of 
$100 by the club to BCTV. 
   
Bylaw Amendment – 3rd Announcement and vote: 
Mandatory Club Audit – Paul has proposed that we add an 
amendment to the bylaws requiring an annual audit of the club 
books.  He proposed that the President, or another member 
appointed by the president, be responsible for completing the 
audit in December of each year.  This audit will consist of 
examining the bank statements for all club accounts, 
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reconciling them with the club books, reviewing receipts and 
bills for all checks paid out, review of all income and deposits, 
etc. 
 
The club unanimously voted to approve the amendment to our 
bylaws, so the proposal passes. 
 

John Messersmith bought a shop vac for use in kitchen 
cleanup.   

NEW BUSINESS    

Neighbor complaint about fly-overs: Our neighbor, Gary 
Mills, just east of Christman Rd. and Balthaser Rd. has 
complained about planes flying over his house.  Paul 
consulted with the Board of Directors and we’ve agreed that 
we should add an official restriction to prevent fly-over of his 
property.  This won’ t affect most members since the property 
in question is more than 1500 feet from our runway, and only 
the larger or faster models are likely to fly out that far.  Paul 
will change the map posted in the frequency control board to 
reflect this restriction.   
 
Berks.TV Article and Interview  On August 13th, Dan Karleen 
of www.Berks.tv visited the club, and recorded video of 
several members flying planes and a helicopter.  Dan also 
interviewed Paul and John Messersmith .  The results can be 
found at their web site. 
 
Club Web Site and Photo Page: Paul encouraged TCWS 
members to check out the club web site, and especially the 
photo/video pages.  If anyone has photos of their new aircraft, 
you’re welcome to email them to Paul to be added to the 
gallery. 
 
Election for Club Officers: According to Amendment III of 
the TCWS bylaws, elections for club officers will be held at 
the October 15th meeting.  A list of nominees needs to be 
finalized by the September meeting.  If anyone wants to run 
for office or nominate someone, please be sure to do so by the 
September meeting!  At present, all current officers are 
planning to run for re-election for the 2007 term.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting will be Sunday, 
September 17th, at 1:30pm at the club field. 
 
Motion was made by Danny Kapustic to adjourn the 
meeting.  Jim Pauley seconded, and all present voted to close 
the meeting. 

***************************  
 
 

 

Liber ty Bell Jet Rally 
by David Kilmer 
  
Early August is always an interesting time of year.  The 
weather is hot, often humid, and the flying is usually 
good if you can stand the heat!  August also brings one 
of the East coast’s premier events for fans of remote 
controlled jet aircraft.  Held annually at Deck Airport 
near Lebanon, PA, the Liberty Bell Jet Rally is a must-
see event! 
 
This year was especially interesting to TCWS members 
because several of our guys were there to show ‘em how 
it’ s done!  Lee Buskirk, Rick Boyer, Dave Renninger, 
and Eric Rudjord showed up with a variety of aircraft 
and seemed to have a good time flying them (well, most 
of the time anyway!).   
 
Lee brought two jets, a Hotspot and a Facet, and 
between him and Eric, much kerosene was burned and 
noise was made while doing low, fast passes!  Despite a 
minor mishap while landing the Hotspot that resulted in 
some easy-to-fix damage, Lee was clearly a proud jet 
owner, and with good reason!   
 
Meanwhile, Rick had brought his Blue Angels liveried 
Viper, and a ducted fan F-86, and really wowed us with 
some beautiful (and fast!) flying.  Bob Violett may be 
more famous, but Rick was just as smooth as the old 
master! 
 
Besides our guys, there were at least another 100 pilots 
with even more jets on display and in the air.  I saw 
everything from a big Lockheed L1011 airliner to a 
variety of F-100’s to several F-18’s (including one with 
Luke Skywalker and R2D2 as pilot and RIO!).  Besides 
the scale planes, there were any number of Kangaroo’s, 
Eurojets DV8R’s, Facets, and others too numerous to 
mention.  There was even a turboprop (a jet engine 
attached to a geared propeller) which powered a really 
nice Turbo Raven like the one Wayne Handley used to 
fly in airshows. If you like speed and noise, this was the 
place to be!   
 
To see photos from the event, check out the web site. 
Paul posted some great pictures there, and it’s worth a 
look!  Next year, I hope you’ ll join us when we make the 
trek down to Lebanon for the 2007 Liberty Bell! 
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ARF Review: Hangar-9 Twist 3D 60 
by Paul Hartley 

 
  Some of you may have noticed that I’ ve finally moved 
on from SPAD airplanes to the more traditional 
balsa/plywood planes again! My first two planes (both 
balsa/plywood) lasted a combined total of about 13 
flights, so I decided SPADs would be a better/cheaper 
way to go for me to learn to fly. (SPAD = Simple Plastic 
Airplane Design, refers to planes built out of PVC 
downspout and corrugated plastic, they are cheap and 
durable). That plan worked well for me, but now that 
I’m past the stage where I “dumb-thumb” my planes into 
the ground every 10 flights, and I’m ready to go back to 
better flying balsa/plywood ARFs! 
 
  One of the first ARFs I put together after my SPAD 
experience was the Hangar-9 Twist 3D 60. I’m sure 
many of you have seen and even flown the .40 size 
Twist by Hangar-9. Not long ago, Hangar-9 came out 
with a “Plug & Play”  (PNP) version of the .40 size Twist 
in a new color scheme (Plug & Play means it comes 
RTF with everything but the TX and RX, and the plane 
simply bolts together in a few minutes). Most recently, 
Hangar-9 released a new .60 size version of the Twist, in 
yet another color scheme (my favorite of the three), 
Black, Red, & White. What’s most amazing about this 
new ARF, is that it is similar to the PNP planes that 
Hangar-9 released… it just bolts together! This is the 
most “completed”  ARF I have ever seen! The wing is 
one piece, the tail assembly simply bolts onto the back 
of the fuselage, all the control surfaces are already 
hinged, control horns and tail wheel are already installed 
on the control surfaces, the control links are already 
assembled, and the blind nuts for the wing bolts, landing 
gear, and motor mount are already installed! All you 
have to do is drill the holes for your servo screws, install 
your radio & servos, install the pre-assembled fuel tank 
into the compartment under the front hatch, bolt the 
landing gear and engine mount onto the fuse, and drill 
holes on the engine mount for your engine! Since the 

control links are already assembled, you just snap those 
on and adjust the length by screwing the nylon end 
connectors in or out! 
 
  This ARF is designed to accept either a nitro or electric 
power system, and it comes complete with a traditional 
nitro motor mount, AND an electric motor mounting 
bracket. The front hatch is held closed with magnets, and 
is designed to allow easy access to batteries for an 
electric power system. The hatch also provides easy 
access to the fuel tank and fuel lines for a nitro power 
system. 
 
  I built mine with a Tower .75 engine, spinning an APC 
14x6 prop, and Futaba S3004 servos (standard, BB 
servos) for everything but the elevator, which has a 
Futaba S3305 (high-torque, metal gear). With this 
relatively inexpensive setup, the Twist 3D 60 is a blast 
to fly… nice vertical performance, good roll rate, cool 
Harrier landings… I love this thing! 
 
  The only thing I did to the ARF that was not listed in 
the instructions was to paint the engine bay and front 
compartment (housing the fuel tank) with some epoxy, 
since it seemed that it wasn’ t fuel-proofed as well as I 
would have liked. I also gobbed on some epoxy where 
the landing gear bolts into the fuselage, to help it 
withstand my “ rough”  landings a little better! 
 
  I highly recommend this plane to anyone looking for a 
fun, inexpensive, quick-building 3D/Sport plane! 
 

****************************  
ARF Review: Modeltech Mini Magic Extra 
by Paul Hartley 
 

 
  Not long after building the Twist 60, I put together this 
cute little ARF, a .15/.20 (or 480 electric) size Mini 
Magic Extra by Modeltech. Unlike the Twist 60, this 
ARF requires the usual ARF construction… hinging, 
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aligning & gluing the tail, etc. Like the Twist 60, this 
ARF was designed to be flown with either a nitro or 
electric power system, and as such, it has a hatch on top 
of the fuselage, behind the firewall, to allow for easy 
access to batteries, speed controller, or fuel tank. It 
comes with a nitro engine mount, an electric motor 
mount, and a small 2.8oz fuel tank. The other nice 
feature about this ARF is that it has a rear hatch under 
the tail section of the fuselage, allowing easy access to 
the rear for routing servo wires and mounting batteries 
or receiver in the rear to achieve the proper CG for the 
plane. 
 
  The manual specs a .15-.20 size nitro engine 
(specifically recommending the Magnum .15 XL-A BB 
engine) or a 480 sized brushless motor with a gear box. 
Since the electric power systems I currently have would 
not be quite powerful enough to fly this plane, I decided 
to put the smallest nitro engine I had in it… an OS .25 
FX. The only problem this larger engine poses is that the 
flight time with such a small (2.8oz) fuel tank is limited 
to about 6 minutes. I tried finding a larger tank to cram 
into the front compartment, but could find nothing that 
would fit! I put the receiver and battery in the tail under 
the rear hatch, and the plane balanced out nicely! I’ ve 
not yet installed the cowl… it was designed to screw 
onto the front of the fuselage, but the larger engine puts 
the drive washer farther forward than the instructions 
spec, and will require me to glue some wood blocks onto 
the firewall to screw the cowl on. 
 
  For radio equipment, I used Hitec HS-81 servos for 
everything but the elevator, which has an HS-81MG 
(metal gear version), a Hitec Electron-6 receiver, and a 
650mAh four AAA cell battery pack. 
 
  This little plane really moves with the .25 SX in it! It 
will scream vertical after takeoff, and the roll rate is even 
faster than my Twist 60! The only annoying trait it has is 
its landing gear… the stock wire gear is “bouncy” , and 
the tiny 1”  wheels tend to get bogged down in crabgrass, 
causing it to tip forward and stall the engine. This can be 
easily remedied with some aftermarket landing gear. 
 
  So, if your looking for a small 3D/Sport plane, I highly 
recommend this little guy from Modeltech! 

*****************************************  
 

OOPS! of the Month 
A club member who shall remain nameless was guilty of 
that greatest of sins recently, when he did an almost 
complete pre-flight.  After assembling his newly 
acquired model, the anonymous person performed his 

usual pre-flight range check, engine off. Had he then 
repeated the same check with the engine on, this 
wouldn’ t be the OOPS! of the Month!  But no, our 
fearless hero allowed first flight nerves to overcome his 
caution, and proceeded to take off…..without aileron 
control.  Needless to say, by the time I….errrr….I mean 
HE…realized he had a problem, it was too late, and his 
precious Extra was cartwheeling.  In case you didn’ t 
figure it out by now, someone forgot to screw on the 
control arm to the aileron servo before attaching the 
wing to the airplane!  So while the ailerons moved 
normally pre-start, once that 4-stroke started running, the 
control arm quickly vibrated off its servo….and the rest 
is history.  Remember to check your controls before and 
after starting the engine!  Ask me how I know….. 
(PS – Thanks, John, for  making my Extra “ r ight”  again!) 

 
UPCOMING R/C EVENTS 

 
September 9th  -  TCWS Picnic and Fun-Fly. 
September 23rd -  PGRC Giant Scale Fun Fly……and…..   
September 24th-  PGRC Warbirds of Maryland Scale Rally. 
Both events sponsored by the Prince George ‘s Radio Control 
Club and will be held at the PGRC field in Bowie, MD.  
October 7th  -  TCWS  Da Vinci Discovery Center RC Aircraft 
Display and Demo in Allentown 
 

*************************  
CLUB OFFICERS 

 
Paul Hartley - President      610-730-1029  
tcws@pkhartley.com  
 
Terry Miller - Vice President           610-944-0300 
trmflies@ptd.net 
 
Dave Kilmer – Secretary    484-431-4700  
dc.kilmer@verizon.net 
 
Don Umbenhauer - Treasurer        610-670-2844  
dumbenhauer@neapco.com 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  
Vince Indelicato ( 12/31/06) 610-845-3222 
vince@southeast-pa.com 
 
George Case (12/31/07)                  610-264-9782  
gcase@enter.net 
 
John Messersmith (12/31/07) 610-562-4767  
blu-ftas@comcast.net 

 
BUILDING &  GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

 
Dennis Christman -Chairman 610-562-3680  
christmanlake@aol.com  
 
George Case 610-264-9782  
gcase@enter.net 
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Dave Renninger 610-374-2306 
xxspeed@comcast.net 
 
 

BUILDING &  GROUNDS COMMITTEE (CONT’D) 
 

Terry Miller 610-944-0300 
trmflies@ptd.net 
 
Lee Buskirk 610-751-1464 
lbjms@verizon.net 

 
FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS (INTRO PILOTS) 

 
Jim Ellis (Planes & Helicopters) 484-951-4322 
racer8297@verizon.net 
 
Lee Buskirk (Planes) 610-751-1464 
lbjms@verizon.net 
 
Greg Sheets (Planes) 610-737-2246 
Sheetsg77@msn.com 
 
Dave Renninger (Planes) 610-374-2306 
xxspeed@comcast.net 
 
 
Erik Rudjord (Planes & Turbines) 610-285-2176  
erudjord@ptd.net 
 

Paul Hartley (Helicopters) 610-730-1029  
tcws@pkhartley.com 
 

 
FIELD M ARSHALS 

Kip Daubert 
spinrb8@webtv.net 
 
Jack Hilbert  610-767-6938 
jdhilbert@aol.com 

 
 

SAFETY OFFICERS 
Kip Daubert  
spinrb8@webtv.net 
 
 
 
Larry Dunkle  
larry4113@netzero.net 

M EMBERSHIP OFFICER 
 

Lee Buskirk 610-751-1464 
lbjms@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The real deal…. 


