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President’s M essage. ..

Dear TCWS Members,

Thanks to all that helped out at the Giant Scale Fun-Fly! We
had more pilots this year, and a decent spectator turnout as
well. Check out Dave's article and photos of the Fun-Fly in
this newdletter, and see our website for even more photos!

At our next meeting, I'd like to get your opinion on having an
annual “ all planes’ fun fly, like we had a couple years ago in
October. | don't expect this to be much of a fundraiser,
especially on short notice this year, but | believe that most of
our members would enjoy it, since all members can
participate. Snce we are planning to have another Da Vinci
Center Display/Demo in October, and we have cancelled the
pig roast in August, perhaps we might consider scheduling
this “ all planes’ fun fly in the August-September time frame.
Please attend the next meeting to discussthis.

Best Regards,

Paul Hartley

Another month has passed, and my workshop remains
unencumbered by any huge boxes from manufacturers
demanding my opinion on their fine products. Likewise, my
inbox is devoid of any emails from club members offering
suggestions for future articles, flight reviews, build reports,
opinions on your neighbor’s taste in furniture, or anything
else that might be interesting to the club. C'mon guys! Help
me out! Otherwise you'll probably have to read more
articles like the one submitted by an anonymous contributor
this month. 1'd tell you his name, but then 1'd have to kill
you. And believe me, | don’t want your blood on my hands!

Happy Flying!

David Kilmer

Club Secretary
iflyslow2002@yahoo.com

khkkkhkkhkkkhkhkhkhkkhkhkkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkkikhx

President Paul Hartley called the meeting to order at 1:30pm
at the TCWS Club field. (17) members and (1) associate
member were present.

The 50-50 drawing was won by Jim Ellis who graciously
donated his winnings ($48) back to the club.

Paul Hartley shared the contents of a letter that had been
written to the Board of Directors that explained the reasons for
and details of the recent financial review. As Paul reported, a
thorough audit revealed that our former treasurer, Dale Loop,
has embezzled approximately $4877 from the club bank
account over the past year and a half. Paul confronted Dale
with the evidence, and presented the evidence to the BOD.
Subsequently, the BOD acted to terminate Dale's and his
wife's memberships and demanded repayment of the above
amount within (2) weeks. The good news is, Dale presented
Paul a check for the full amount, and the matter is now closed.

As aresult of these circumstances, Paul sought a replacement
for the position of treasurer. Fortunately, Donald Umbenhauer
stepped up and accepted the responsibility. Paul then asked
the club membership for a vote for formal approval of this
appointment. Jim Pauley made the motion, Bud Wunder
seconded, and Donald was approved by unanimous vote.

David Kilmer read the minutes from the May meeting, and
no additions or corrections were made. Motion was made to
approve by Jim Ellis, seconded by Cliff Nash, and approved
unanimously.

Treasurer’'s Report: Donald Umbenhauer read the treasurer’s
report as of 21 May. George Case moved to accept, Dale
Kugler seconded, and the club voted unanimously to accept
the report.

OLD BUSINESS

Field Care: George Case suggested another fertilizer
application should be made. No vote was required.

Union Fire Company Lawsuit: No news since last report.

2006 Events: Volunteers were requested for the Giant Scale
Fun Fly. Walt Gladney took over CD responsibilities for the
event. A second Porta-Potty will be added for the Fun Fly and
we'll retain its use for afull month’srental.

Pig Roast - It was decided to shelve plans for the pig roast
since the organizers are no longer members of the club.
Anyone who wanted to volunteer to take over organizing this
event, or even a picnic was asked to speak up, and barring
that, the event is canceled.

DDC event — Paul reported that the event went well and
received positive feedback from those who attended, those
who volunteered, and also from DDC staff. Although $115
was raised in the raffle of a HobbyZone Firebird Freedom
(generously donated by the Allentown Hobby Town USA).
Paul recommended that future raffles consist of less expensive
items geared towards young children.

New Shed — The building fund currently stands at over $5000,
due mainly to the successful resolution of the treasury audit.
How we will use those funds will be discussed in future
meetings.



Leader Club Status: No updates.

Audit Update- The recent audit revealed that our financial
records for 2005 were less than adequate to provide a totally
accurate report. However, Paul announced that he and Donald
will attempt to piece together a report based on the 2004
records, which appear more complete. This will be used to
obtain a clearer picture of past expenses so we can compare it
to future expenses, which should make future financial
planning easier.

Refrigerator: The current fridge continues to function as of
this meeting, but will need to be replaced. Donations are till
being sought to add to the $450 already pledged.

BCTV Donation —Paul reiterated that the donation to BCTV
will be the same amount as last year ($100).

NEW BUSINESS

Mandatory Club Audit —Given recent events, Paul proposed
that we add an amendment to our bylaws requiring an annual
audit of the club books. Paul further proposed that the club
president or another club member appointed by the president
be responsible for completing the audit in December of each
year. This audit would consist of a thorough examination of
the bank statements for all club accounts, reconciling them
with the club books, reviewing receipts and bills for al checks
paid out, reviewing of all income and deposits, etc. This
congtitutes the first of three required announcements of this
proposal prior to avote being taken.

Reimbursement Procedures — Paul proposed that effective
immediately, all member reimbursements be made by check
only from now on. This will make our expenses much easier
to track. Paul further proposed that the Treasurer or another
officer designated by the Treasurer remove cash from the cash
box frequently and deposit it into the club checking account,
maintaining approximately $50 or less in the box for making
change on a day to day basis (excepting club events, which
will require more cash). NO CASH SHOULD EVER BE
REMOVED FROM THE BOX FOR PAYMENT OF ANY
EXPENSES! Jim Pauley made the motion to accept and John
Messersmith seconded. The measure was approved by all
members present.

Club Dues - George Case made a motion to rescind the recent
dues hike. Upon further discussion, the suggestion was
withdrawn.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting will be Sunday, July
16" at 1:30pm.

Motion was made by George Case to adjourn the meeting.
Danny Kapustics seconded, and all present voted to close the
meeting.
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The Workshop

By Anonymous Contributor
(for reasons which will soon become apparent)

Would you rather be building or flying? | know what
my answer would be. | tried building a kit many years
ago, with too little space (try building a Gentle Lady in a
300 sg. ft apartment!), too little time, and ultimately, too
little patience. As time went by, | managed to address
the space issue at least, and while time is aways at a
premium, | can’t honestly say | don’'t have afew hours a
week to spend building now. But I’ ve never been able to
curethat last one....impatience.

Let's face it, ARF s were invented for guys like me. |
love to fly. | really do. Whether you're talking a full
scale Cessna or Piper, or a40-size R/C plane, or a small
electric park flyer like my GWS Tiger Moth, | just live
for the feeling of control and freedom that flight offers.
And ever since | discovered Almost Ready to Fly
models, I've been able to do a lot more flying and a lot
less dreaming about it!

It's not that I'm not handy. | can wield adrill, saw, or a
roll of duct tape with the best of them. Well, OK, you
probably won’'t ever be invited over to my Mom’s house,
where the large picture in the hallway hides a substantial
hole about the size of a hammer head that | never
filled....I keep hoping that she never moves the painting
and discovers the unmistakable evidence of a misused
stud finder experience gone horribly wrong...but |
digress.

It's true, | just wasn't born with the genetic code that
causes some men to spend hours, days, or months at a
time holed up in the basement pinning sticks to plans,
poring over old photographs to get that scale detailed
rudder pedal just right, carefully ironing Monokote
around a perfectly contoured wingtip, or getting their
fingers stuck together with smelly CA glues.

No...I can clearly envision the day when I’d build two
left wings with enough twist and warp to be mistaken for
branches from a balsa tree rather than anything meant to
generate lift. And it's abundantly clear to me that
whatever abomination of a plane that emerged from my
shop would be covered in my own blood from the
numerous accidents with carelessdy handled X-Acto
blades...and yes, | just KNOW I'd have trouble dialing
9-1-1 with my fingers glued together!



Far better, | think, to assemble something already mostly
pre-built by Vietnamese day laborers, strapping in my
gear, and then go flying!

So why did | suddenly reverse course a couple of
seasons ago and buy a kit from a fellow club member?
The jury is ill out on that one. Oh sure, it's a Piper
Cub, and they say that everyone should have at |east one
of those in their hangar at some point in ther life.
They're slow, they're yellow, and they just ook so cool
when they're flown in a scale fashion. So maybe it was
the romance of the thing that attracted me.

Or maybe, in a moment of insanity, | imagined myself
suddenly possessed of magically-acquired skills that
would allow me to duplicate the efforts of the experts
whose work | see so often on the pages of various
magazines and on websites like RCUniverse.com and
www.rcscalebuilder.com. | mean, MAYBE it wouldn’t
be the prettiest Cub in the world, but could it really be
that hard to slap a few sticks together, cover the thing
reasonably well, and hope that nobody notices the
wrinkles? And so what if the tail would be a little off-
kilter? Serioudly...isn’t this why God gave us those
little trim switches next to the sticks on our transmitters?

There' s another possibility of course. When | bought my
house, one of its attractions was the amazing amount of
space available in the basement. And in one of the side
rooms of that basement was something I'd always
dreamed of....an actua workshop! It was wdl-lit,
reasonably roomy, and perfectly suited to the building of
R/C airplanes!

But | was dtill afflicted with that complete lack of
patience | mentioned earlier. So what did | do? | went
out and bought me an ARF, that’s what! And since at
that point | had only the bare necessities to fly R/IC
airplanes, the workshop wasn't cluttered with other
planes or battery chargers, or tools, or much of anything
elsel A clear workbench, a little epoxy, some cheap
servos, and the engine & radio gear from a previous
trainer (whose short life and sad fate we shall not
contempl ate at this time), and | was ready to fly!

And fly that plane | did. | flew it until the landing gear
ripped off, and then | converted it to a taildragger, and
flew it until the wings (and darn near everything else)
came off.....because the heavier pieces of the plane were
proceeding at full speed through a badly-located tree
before crashing to their eventual doom amidst poison
ivy, spiders nests, and a very unhappy swarm of bees.
Suddenly | needed a new plane (and some calomine
lotion....and a better place to fly....hence my association

with the merry band of hare-brained crazy people we call
the Tri-County Wingsnappers!).

Hereupon | learned a valuable mathematical formula:
CS = TC

The Clutter in one’'s shop (Cs) is directly proportional to
the amount of Time one spends perusing hobby-related
catalogs (Tc). Oddly enough, on a paralel note, equally
affected are one's diet, free time, and relationships with
pets. It'strue. | can proveit. | have willingly forsaken
food, television, and pets feeding schedules simply to
spend hours paging through the latest offerings from
Hobby Lobby or Tower Hobbies. And | swear that each
time | come up for air, my shop has suddenly acquired
more clutter, my dinner has gotten cold, I’ ve missed the
new episode of “Lost”, my cat is giving me the evil eye,
and my fish are making mad, suicidal leaps out of the
tank in the general direction of the food dispenser.

Oh, don’t get me wrong. | haven’'t gone completely out
of control. So far I’ve managed to avoid running the
credit cards past their limits. But al those little things
do start to take up space after awhile. A few servos
here....some carbon fiber control rods there....that
brushless motor that was on sale at a price that couldn’t
be ignored (even if | didn’t yet have a plane to put it in).
You know what | mean. The little stuff... all of which
needs to find a place on the bench or in a cabinet
(OK....mostly on the bench in my case).

Then | discovered eBay, and for awhile there, all hell
broke loose.

I'll spare you the details, but suffice to say that today,
after just a few years in this wonderful hobby, and
without having built a single rea kit (including that
forlorn Cub, which occupies a special place of honor in
the shop), thisiswhat I'm left with:

—



()Wings and things; (2) my only currently flying glow-
powered model (canopy obscured to protect the identity of the
author); (3) this workbench can no longer accommodate any
actual “work”; (4) an airplane of questionable heritage
acquired on eBay for $25; (5) always remember that your
Dremel tool also serves as a handy place to lean your
transmitter bag; (6) use space under the workbench to store
less-used tools, such as miter boxes, saws and other things you
will later trip on while cursing the idiot that put them there.
While | will never be able to build my Cub on this bench as it
looks now, | can almost certainly look forward to the exciting
wonders of spontaneous combustion if | don’t get this sorted
out soon! Maybe | should turn thisinto a “ Where's Waldo?”
contest...who will be the first to locate the only thing on the
workbench that is actually used in full scale flying?
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One day....I promise you this!...one day | will clear off
that bench, put everything away neatly, and spread out
the plans for that Cub. Maybe over the winter I'll
manage to acquire the patience to piece it together and
learn the intricacies of turning a box of wood into
something that Bill Piper might actually recognize as
one of his progeny (or at least something that vaguely
resembles an airplane of some sort!). Until then, say a
prayer, won't you, for this poor anonymous ARF flyer
(or at least tell me where the fire extinguisher is in all
this mess!
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TCWS Giant Scalefun Fly!

Review By David Kilmer

Let me preface my comments by saying that the very
first R/C event | ever attended was the 2004 Giant Scale
Fun Fly at TCWS. While | wasn't totally new to the
hobby, I'd simply never gone out of my way to seek out
such gatherings. But I'd recently joined the club, | was
beginning to get the bug in a serious way, and once |
saw a 42% Yak-54 for the first time, | was forever
inflicted with a love for big airplanes. While such
models are currently outside the parameters of my
limited budget, | carry inside me a quiet yearning for
these big machines that seem too incredible to be
burdened with the description of “models.”

Now it's two years later, and time again for a Fathers
Day Weekend tradition....time to bring out the big guns
and see what they can do!

In the spirit of the impending Fathers Day, | was thrilled
to be able to share my hobby, and this fantastic Saturday,
with my Dad and my kid brother (to whom I’ m trying to
spread the disease).

The day of the event, we were blessed with great
weather, not too much wind, and about 20 registered
pilots and their fantastic assortment of planes. It's
always a great thing to share our wonderful field with
friends and strangers from other clubs, and | aways
enjoy seeing their “toys’, ogling ther tralers, and
talking about the hobby.

Our newly elected treasurer Donald and his son Michael
were the first to greet us as we drove into the parking
area. Don and Michael are always there when we need
them and this was no exception. Thanks to both of you
for your efforts!

Once we' d parked, | was happy to see that the flightline
was full, the planes were flying, and people already
seemed to be enjoying themselves. Walt Gladney
stepped in as the event CD and did afine job announcing
who and what was flying, with help from John
Messersmith.

L
af =N

Meanwhile, in the kitchen, the usual suspects were busy
cooking up a storm and keeping our bellies full of good
food. Jack, in addition to his duties as chef, till
managed to get in some flying time in his “ Fellowship of
the Wing” Extra, and did his part to make sure we had
plenty of smoke in the sky!




Jim Pauley and Dale Kugler kept the frequencies clear
by managing the impound area al day, and thanks to
their efforts, there was no confusion about who had what
pin al day long. Nothing ruins a fun fly more than an
unintended “shootdown” because someone turned on
their transmitter without checking! Thanks to Jim and
Dale, al anyone had to worry about was having fun!

As a matter of fact, | don’'t think there was a single
major incident all day, which has to be some kind of
record. Certainly this can be attributed to a bunch of
skilled pilots, and well-built, well-flown planes. Further
credit must also go to John Messersmith and Larry
Dunkle, who acted as safety inspector throughout the
event.

V olunteers make events like this possible, and as always,
it seemed that the efforts of a relative few made the day
more enjoyable for the rest of us. | encourage everyone
reading this to offer whatever help you can the next time
we have an event of any kind. It doesn't have to be
much!  Sometimes the guy who's spent al day in a
particular job doesn’t get to enjoy the event at all, and
that’ sjust not right.

As for the flying, there was plenty of that to enjoy. |
didn’t get to talk to all the visiting pilots, but it was good
to see Scott Shoemaker and his dad hanging out with us.
Scott always amazes me (and everyone else) with his
remarkable talent, and | never get tired of seeing him
hover that big, beautiful Yak of his down on the deck
totally without fear. There's a reason you heard
applause after every one of hisflights! | can only dream
of flying that well!

Dan McCoach once again made us all green with envy
by flying his new Chip Hyde Tunnel Vision electric in
his usual style. There was only one close cal |

witnessed all day that | saw, and Dan provided it....had |
been on the sticks, that plane would have been re-kitted.
Only Dan’s lightning-quick reactions saved the day.
How he stayed so cam, I'll never know. Nice save,
Dan! My heart hasfinally started beating again!

While the aerobatic planes are aways fun to watch, who
can resist a scale warbird? We had a few of these, most
notably a gorgeous Zero and a twin-engine Rockwell
OV-10 that made some great noises. | always enjoy
seeing a P-51 in action, and we had one or two of those
aswell. And what about that HUGE Cub (not a warbird,
strictly speaking, but that thing could have provided
shade for some of the other models!)?

All in al, it was a great day. Attendance was good, the
flying was better, and everyone had a good time. | hope
you'll join us next year when we do it al again!
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UPCOMING R/IC EVENTS

Warbirds Over Delaware — July 13-16 at the Delaware R/C
Club. Directions can be found at:

http://www.del awarerc.org/warbirds.htm
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CLUB OFFICERS

Paul Hartley - President 610-730-1029
tcws@pkhartley.com

Terry Miller - Vice President 610-944-0300
trmflies@ptd.net

Dave Kilmer — Secretary 484-431-4700
dc.kilmer@verizon.net

Don Umbenhauer - Treasurer 610-670-2844
dumbenhauer@neapco.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Vince Indelicato ( 12/31/06) 610-845-3222
vince@southeast-pa.com

George Case (12/31/07) 610-264-9782
gcase@enter.net

John Messersmith (12/31/07) 610-562-4767
blu-ftas@comcast.net

BUILDING & GROUNDS COMMITTEE

Dennis Christman -Chairman 610-562-3680
christmanlake@aol.com

George Case 610-264-9782
gcase@enter.net

Dave Renninger 610-374-2306
xxspeed@comcast.net

Terry Miller 610-944-0300
trmflies@ptd.net

Lee Buskirk 610-751-1464
Ibjms@verizon.net

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS (INTRO PILOTS)

Jim Ellis 484-951-4322
racer8297@verizon.net

Lee Buskirk 610-751-1464
Ibjms@verizon.net

Greg Sheets 610-737-2246
Sheetsg77@msn.com

Dave Renninger 610-374-2306
xxspeed@comcast.net

Erik Rudjord (Turbines) 610-285-2176
erudjord@ptd.net

Paul Hartley (Helicopters) 610-730-1029
tcws@pkhartley.com

FIELD MARSHALS
Kip Daubert
spinrb8 @webtv.net

Jack Hilbert 610-767-6938
jdhilbert@aol.com

SAFETY OFFICERS
Kip Daubert
spinrb8 @webtv.net

Larry Dunkle
larry4113@netzero.net

M EMBERSHIP OFFICER

Lee Buskirk 610-751-1464
Ibjms@verizon.net
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