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NEXT MEMBER MEETING: 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20TH
 @ 1:30 PM 

TCWS CLUB FIELD 

 
In This Issue: 

 
·  President’s Message 
·  Unofficial Meeting 

Minutes 
·  Old Business 
·  New Business 
·  R/C Events 
·  Club Officers &  

Committees. 
·  New Articles! 
 

                   DIRECTIONS TO MOOSE LODGE: 
Hamburg Exit from Route 22 

2nd Floor, 12 South 3rd Street, Hamburg, PA 

OFFICIAL FIELD LOCATION ADDRESS: 
Tri-County Wingsnappers, Inc.  

329 Balthaser Road  
Lenhartsville, PA  19534 
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President’s Message… 
 
Dear TCWS Members, 
 
Please note that a club picnic and Fun-Fly is currently 
scheduled for Saturday, September 9th. Members and spouses 
are invited, and the club will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, 
and maybe some barbeque. Members may bring their favorite 
desserts or salads if they wish, but there will be no sign up 
sheets! Further details can be found in the meeting minutes 
below. 
 
Please check out our website. I’ ve been trying to post photos 
and/or videos every weekend our members and their new 
planes. You can find these by clicking on the “ Club Photos 
and Videos”  link on our home page. The most recent photos 
are at the top of that page, and videos are down further, under 
“ Club Videos” . 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Paul Hartley 
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Halfway through the summer of 2006, and is it ever a hot 
one!  Since the demise of my Tiger, I ’ ve been doing limited 
flying, but I ’ ve also enjoyed watching some really cool new 
planes fly.  One of those is featured in an article this month, 
but I ’m also considering adding a monthly mini-feature 
highlighting the latest and greatest models our members 
have brought to the field this season.  Whether it’ s brand 
new, or just new to you, I  want to know about it!   I ’m not 
looking to write a full-length review…just the basics: how 
big (or small! ), what gear, and your initial impressions.  
Each plane will get a few sentences, and perhaps a picture to 
go along with it.  So don’ t be shy…share your pride and joy 
withy the rest of us!  In the meantime, stay cool, fly well, and 
for gosh sakes, keep it out of the trees!    

Happy Flying! 

David Kilmer 

Club Secretary 

iflyslow2002@yahoo.com 

**************************  
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President Paul Hartley called the meeting to order at 1:30pm 
at the TCWS Club field.  (16) members and (1) associate 
member were present. 

The 50-50 drawing was won by Marion Case who kindly 
donated her winnings ($15) back to the club.   

David K ilmer  read the minutes from the May meeting, and 
no additions or corrections were made.  Motion was made to 
approve by Jim Ellis, seconded by John Messersmith, and 
approved unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: Donald Umbenhauer read the treasurer’s 
report as of 21 May.  John Messersmith moved to accept,  Bud 
Wunder seconded, and the club voted unanimously to accept 
the report. 

OLD BUSINESS   

Field Care: Thanks to Dennis Christman for repairing the 
driveway after hard rains created some erosion problems.  
Dennis also spread the latest application of fertilizer on the 
field. 

Union Fire Company Lawsuit: No news since last report. 

Giant Scale Fun Fly The Giant Scale Fun Fly was a success, 
thanks to the efforts of the volunteers who made it happen.   

Pig Roast -  This event is canceled and a substitute event will 
be discussed under New Business. 

Columbus Day Weekend DDC event – Jeff Shriver will be 
organizing the club’s participation in another event at the Da 
Vinci Discovery Center, which will again involve a display of 
club members’  planes and flight demos.  Jeff will present 
more details in a future meeting.   

New Shed – The BOD will meet informally to discuss the 
need for a new shed and determine what, if anything, would be 
required.  Paul proposed that this issue be removed from 
discussion for the time being.  There were no objections. 

Refrigerator: The fridge continues to run, and until it fails, 
this item will be removed from the agenda.   
 
Dennis Chr istman suggested we consider adding a bathroom 
and septic system.  It was generally agreed that this idea bears 
further investigation, and the idea will be looked into. 
 
BCTV Donation:  Donation has not been made as of yet, but 
Paul will coordinate with Donald to make it happen. 
   
Bylaw Amendment – 2nd Announcement (Vote will be taken 
next meeting); Mandatory Club Audit – Paul has proposed 
that we add an amendment to the bylaws requiring an annual 
audit of the club books.  He proposed that the President, or 
another member appointed by the president, be responsible for 
completing the audit in December of each year.  This audit 
will consist of examining the bank statements for all club 
accounts, reconciling them with the club books, reviewing 
receipts and bills for all checks paid out, review of all income 
and deposits, etc. 
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Walt Gladney  reported that there were 19 pilots registered for 
the Fun Fly this year.  Walt also recognized the generosity of 
Kiona Publishing (they publish Quiet Flyer and 3-D Flyer 
magazines)…they provided complimentary copies of their 
magazines and free hats for the first ten registered pilots.  Walt 
sent a letter of thanks to them for their support of our event.  
Walt also thanked Jim Pauley and Dale Kugler once again for 
managing frequency control for the event; John Messersmith 
and Larry Dunkle for their work on safety inspections for the 
event; Jack and his kitchen staff for feeding us; and Donald 
and Michael Umbenhauer for keeping the parking organized.  
Paul added thanks to Jim Ellis and his wife for their help 
throughout the day, and Jim Pauley thanks Walt for his work 
as Contest Director (CD).  Walt also stated that he’d sent in all 
relevant paperwork for the event to the AMA and IMAA.  

NEW BUSINESS    

2007 Swap Meet Date: We were not able to obtain the desired 
March 24th date at the Hamburg Field House for next year’s 
Swap Meet, so it has been re-scheduled to March 31st. 
 
Club Picnic and Fun Fly: In lieu of the canceled Pig Roast,  
John Messersmith and Jack Hilbert have suggested that we 
have a simple club picnic and Fun Fly on (tentatively) 
September 9th.  This would be a members and spouses only 
event (another date could be chosen depending on Jack’s 
availability). The club would provide hot dogs & hamburgers, 
BBQ, french fries, and drinks. Members are encouraged to 
bring their favorite desserts, although there will be no sign up 
sheets.  There will be flying events for those who wish to 
participate, and there would possibly be a $1 entry fee for each 
event (the funds from which would be used as prizes as 
appropriate.  Jim Ellis made the motion to accept this 
proposal, and George Case seconded.  All present approved 
the measure.  Ed Neukirk volunteered to cook the BBQ for the 
event. 
 
George Case recommended that the club buy a small shop 
vac.  John Messersmith agreed to look into the cost and 
because the expense would be below the amount required for a 
vote, no vote was taken. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting will be Sunday, August 
20th, at 1:30pm at the club field. 
 
August 23rd – Airshow in Atlantic City (on the boardwalk).  
The Thunderbirds are scheduled to perform. 
   
 
Motion was made by Bud Wunder to adjourn the meeting.  
Jim Ellis seconded, and all present voted to close the meeting. 

 
* *************************  

 

Warbirds Over Delaware 
By David Kilmer  
 
For years now, I’ve read articles about the Warbirds 
Over Delaware event, held annually at by the Delaware 
R/C Club at their Lums Pond State Park facility in 
Kirkwood, DE.  When my Dad moved just 6 miles away 
from the club, I determined that 2006 would be my 
chance to finally see some of the most beautiful large 
scale r/c warbirds on the planet.   
 
Unfortunately, I managed to pick the one day of the 
event that was hindered by rain.  As a result, my report 
will be uncharacteristically short!  The event is actually 
4 days long, and I’m told the weather was generally 
more cooperative for the other three days.  Even so, I’ ll 
do my best to give you a sense of the scope of the event 
from my limited experience, and let you know up front 
that I’ ll be back next year for sure!  It was that cool! 
 
As I said, the skies opened up on Saturday (despite the 
forecasters’  optimistic prognostications), so the flying 
(at least for the time I was there) was somewhat limited.  
Even so, I was amazed at how many guys were willing 
to brave the weather, and managed to get in flights 
between downpours (some even flew in drizzle that 
would have kept even my cheapest planes indoors!).   
 
To their credit, the Delaware R/C Club managed to run a 
spectacular  event, with a huge number of participants 
from all over the country (over 150 registered pilots!).  
During my visit, I even managed to rub shoulders with 
Matt Chapman (a consummate full scale aerobatics pilot 
and a long-time R/C flyer as well)….well, OK, I didn’ t 
manage to squeak out so much as a greeting to Matt, but 
it was pretty neat to see him being “ just one of the 
guys.”  
 
Also among the multitude of trailers parked inside the 
pit area (more on that in a moment) was Carl Bachuber.  
If you’ve never heard of Carl, then you don’ t know what 
you’ re missing!  I managed to get to the event just as he 
was packing up his latest creation, a 180”  wingspan 
Lockheed Constellation!  And that’s not all….he also 
brought his equally huge DC-6 modeled after Harry 
Truman’s “Columbine”…this model has a neat 
feature…at the end of a flight, Truman himself pops out 
of the door waving the famous newspaper whose 
headline reads “Dewey Wins!”).  Everything Carl 
creates (and they’ re all apparently big!), displays 
amazing craftsmanship, and stunning detail.  I highly 
recommend you hightail it on over to the DRC web site 
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to see pictures of these fabulous planes in action 
(http://www.delawarerc.org)! 
 
Only one thing bugged me about this event, and that was 
the viewing area for spectators, or should I say, the lack 
thereof.  This is due in part to the scale of the event 
itself…there are so many participants, with their giant 
planes, and the trailers and support equipment they 
require, that mere spectators are relegated to remain 
outside an extensively roped-off area.  On the one hand, 
it’ s totally understandable that the men and women 
behind these masterpieces would want to keep their huge 
investments away from little Timmy’s grubby fingers, 
but for responsible adults and true fans of the hobby, it 
was a minor frustration to be kept so far away from the 
action, and to have their sightlines and photo 
opportunities obstructed by participants’  tents.  Without 
a pit pass (apparently available, but not exactly easy to 
acquire), photo opportunities were severely restricted.   
 
That being said, I wouldn’ t miss next year’s event for 
the world (and I’ ll do everything in my power to get a pit 
pass this time)!  Minor gripes aside, this is more than a 
Fly-In…this is a happening! 

 
A P-47 Thunderbolt, an F8F Bearcat, and a P-40 Kittyhawk, all in 
one shot!  Lots of big planes at this event! 
 

 
A sweet Corsair waits out the rain under its tent. 

 
I’ ve read that Japanese Zero’s serving in the Pacific were 
painted without primer, and their paint would rapidly peel as 
a result.  This modeler appears to have taken that scale detail 
to new heights! 
 
Other participants brought planes ranging from WW1 
bipes to a nice P-61 Black Widow.  One plane really 
stood out, as much for the sounds it made in flight as for 
the incredible detail it displayed on the ground. The 
plane was a gorgeous Focke Wulf FW-190A, and the 
music was made by a Seidel radial engine.  I wish I 
knew the pilot’s name, as he deserves credit for this 
amazing machine!  Go to the link provided earlier to see 
this plane making a low pass for the crowd. 
 
If I were you, I’d make plans to be in Delaware this time 
next year! 

* * * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** ** * * ** * ** * ** * ** * **  

What’s New at the Field? 
 
This being the first month of this feature, I don’ t have a 
lot to report on!  John Messersmith worked out a deal 
that allowed me to acquire his 40-size Extra 300S 
recently, so I should be flying that by the time you read 
this. 
 
Brian “Shoe”  Shoemaker and his son Scott recently 
advised me to be on the lookout for their latest model. 
It’ s a brand new 37% Yak from 3W.  Shoe told me it’s 
powered by a DA-150 and spans 120”….WOW!   
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Here’s the Shoemakers’  Yak posing in their yard. 

 
This I just had to see!  Lucky for me, the Shoemakers 
invited me to watch Scott fly this monster at their home 
field in Exeter recently.  If you’ve seen Scott fly, you 
know why even his dad was biting his nails!  It’ s still 
early in the setup stage, but already Scott was hovering 
that baby down on the deck (the Flying Giants guys call 
that “huckin’  it!” ).  Shoe promises he and Scott will 
bring this beauty to TCWS before the season’s out! 
 
Have a new plane you’ re proud of?  Let us know about 
it!   

* ****************************************  
 

UPCOMING R/C EVENTS 
 
August 4th – 6th -  Wings over Piper.  Held annually in 
Lockhaven, PA, birthplace of the Piper Cub.  For more info, 
go to http://www.wingsoverpiper.com/ or call (570) 726-7975. 
August 12th &  13th – Binghamton Aero’s 23rd Annual Giant 
Scale Air Show.  Chenango Bridge Airport (in Binghamton, 
NY). Phone: (607)639-1006. 
August 12th -  Eastern Shore Aero Modelers Club First Annual 
All Electric Fly-In.  Event held at the ESAC field in Hurlock, 
MD.  Call (410)819-6595 for details and directions. 
September 9th  -  TCWS Picnic and Fun-Fly. 
September 23rd -  PGRC Giant Scale Fun Fly……and…..   
September 24th-  PGRC Warbirds of Maryland Scale Rally. 
Both events sponsored by the Prince George ‘s Radio Control 
Club and will be held at the PGRC field in Bowie, MD.  
 
 

*************************  
CLUB OFFICERS 

 
Paul Hartley - President      610-730-1029  
tcws@pkhartley.com  
 
Terry Miller - Vice President           610-944-0300 
trmflies@ptd.net 
 

Dave Kilmer – Secretary    484-431-4700  
dc.kilmer@verizon.net 
 
Don Umbenhauer - Treasurer        610-670-2844  
dumbenhauer@neapco.com 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  
Vince Indelicato ( 12/31/06) 610-845-3222 
vince@southeast-pa.com 
 
George Case (12/31/07)                  610-264-9782  
gcase@enter.net 
 
John Messersmith (12/31/07) 610-562-4767  
blu-ftas@comcast.net 

 
BUILDING &  GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

 
Dennis Christman -Chairman 610-562-3680  
christmanlake@aol.com  
 
George Case 610-264-9782  
gcase@enter.net 
 
Dave Renninger 610-374-2306 
xxspeed@comcast.net 
 
Terry Miller 610-944-0300 
trmflies@ptd.net 
 
Lee Buskirk 610-751-1464 
lbjms@verizon.net 

 
FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS (INTRO PILOTS) 

 
Jim Ellis 484-951-4322 
racer8297@verizon.net 
 
Lee Buskirk 610-751-1464 
lbjms@verizon.net 
 
Greg Sheets 610-737-2246 
Sheetsg77@msn.com 
 
Dave Renninger  610-374-2306 
xxspeed@comcast.net 
 
 
Erik Rudjord (Turbines) 610-285-2176  
erudjord@ptd.net 
 
Paul Hartley (Helicopters) 610-730-1029  
tcws@pkhartley.com 
 

FIELD M ARSHALS 
Kip Daubert 
spinrb8@webtv.net 
 
Jack Hilbert  610-767-6938 
jdhilbert@aol.com 

 
SAFETY OFFICERS 

Kip Daubert  
spinrb8@webtv.net 
 



 6 

 
 
Larry Dunkle  610-929-2159  
larry4113@netzero.net 

 
M EMBERSHIP OFFICER 

 

Lee Buskirk 610-751-1464 
lbjms@verizon.net 
 

 

***************************************************************** 

 
Hey Shoe….want a 44 year old son? 


